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"Moved." Last night I saw Courageous. Ethan, our 10 year old
son, came with me. Courageous reminded me of the privilege
it is to be a husband and father but also stirred within me a
desire for God’s continued work to call me to be a godlier
spouse and parent. As I watched the movie, with its emphasis
on fatherless homes and their effect on children, a number of
times I thought of the fatherless children we minister to.
Ministries where we have dozens of children, youth and young
adults who have either never met or never see their fathers.
Ministries where some of our children and youth, who live with
their fathers, also live in drug infested homes, filled with stolen
goods and watch various women leave their father’s room
several mornings a week.

According to American research:
• 63% of youth suicides occur in fatherless homes
• 71% of high school dropouts are from fatherless homes
• Youth from fatherless homes are 5 times as likely to join gangs
• 70% of imprisoned youth come from fatherless homes

A number of years ago, a couple of young men from our church
were investing in the lives of two boys from a fatherless home.
Every week they would spend time with the boys, helping with
homework, taking a hike, throwing a football and talking about
life. Occasionally they would go bowling or enjoy a round of
mini-putt. One Father’s Day, one of the boys wrote a Father’s
Day card for one of the young men saying, ‘Kyle: If I had
searched the whole world, I couldn’t have found a better Dad
than you! Thank you!’

And so with a new resolve, I am reminded of the
necessity of investing in the lives of these young men and

women, who have no positive male role model in their lives.
The devastating effect leaves many of these children and
teenagers turning to unhealthy males for affirmation or even to
gangs. What would happen if with increasing intentionally,
several healthy men and families from our church, continued
to invest their lives into a couple of children or teens who are
yearning for a father’s love? Maybe the suicide rate in our
neighbourhood could be eliminated, maybe the high school
dropout rate could be cut in half, maybe gangs would be a part
of our history but not our future and maybe our local detention
center would sit half empty.

More than that, maybe a group of God-centered,
gospel transformed men and families would be used by God to
see the cycle of fatherlessness broken in our neighbourhood as
God saved these children and teens and called them to Himself
and they one day began healthy, Christ-honouring homes
where the gospel is proclaimed and their children are known
and loved by God.

Because of God’s grace and for His glory,
~Pastor Dwayne
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