
What Have I Gotten Myself Into?  Where Your Heart Is. 

The Proper Perspective 

• God Made Everything 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  Genesis 1:1 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  For by him all things were created: 

things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; 

all things were created by him and for him.  Colossians 1:15-16 

You are worthy, our Lord and God to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things and 

by your will they were created and have their being.  Revelation 4:11 

• God Owns Everything 

I have no need of a bull from your stall or of goats from your pens, for every animal is mine, and the 

cattle on a thousand hills.  I know every bird in the mountains, and the creatures of the field are mine.  If 

I were hungry I would not tell you for the world is mine and all that is in it.  Psalm 50:9-12 

• God Gives Everything 

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, 

which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God who richly provides us with everything for our 

enjoyment.  1 Timothy 6:17 

But remember the Lord you God, for it is He who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so 

confirms His covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today. Deuteronomy 8:18 

I Need It! 

27
 A greedy man brings trouble to his family. Proverbs 15:27 

Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his 

income. This too is meaningless.  Ecclesiastes 5:10 

Warnings Against Greed 

 
20

He went on: "What comes out of a man is what makes him 'unclean.' 
21

For from within, out of men's 

hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 
22

greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, 

envy, slander, arrogance and folly. 
23

All these evils come from inside and make a man 'unclean.' " Mark 

7:14-23 
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Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me."  

 
14

Jesus replied, "Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?" 
15

Then he said to them, 

"Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance 

of his possessions."  



 
16

And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. 
17

He thought 

to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.' 
18

"Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will 

tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 
19

And I'll say 

to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be 

merry." '  
20

"But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then 

who will get what you have prepared for yourself?' 
21

"This is how it will be with anyone who stores up 

things for himself but is not rich toward God."  Luke 12:13-21 

 
9
I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— 

10
not at all meaning the 

people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would 

have to leave this world. 
11

But now I am writing you that you must not associate with anyone who calls 

himself a brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. 

With such a man do not even eat. 
12

What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are 

you not to judge those inside? 
13

God will judge those outside. "Expel the wicked man from among you."  

1 Corinthians 5:9-13 

9
People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires 

that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 
10

For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some 

people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.  
11

But 

you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and 

gentleness.  1 Timothy 6:9-11 

1
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at 

the right hand of God.  
2
Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 

3
For you died, and your 

life is now hidden with Christ in God. 
4
When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear 

with him in glory.  
5
Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, 

impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 
6
Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 

7
You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived.  Colossians 3:1-7 

 
24

"No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted 

to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.  Matthew 6:24 

Gauging my Greed 

19
"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves 

break in and steal. 
20

But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not 

destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
21

For where your treasure is, there your heart will 

be also. Matthew 6:19-21 

 

God owns it all and you are stewards of His resources...Because you are stewards of the resources God 

has entrusted to you, every financial decision you make is actually a spiritual decision.  For many, that's 

a revolutionary concept.  How you manage your finances is a pretty good barometer for the condition of 

your spiritual life.  Dennis Rainey 



 
25

"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, 

what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? 
26

Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly 

Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 
27

Who of you by worrying can add a 

single hour to his life?     Matthew 6:25-27 

The Starting Point 

4
 He ordered the people living in Jerusalem to give the portion due the priests and Levites so they could 

devote themselves to the Law of the LORD. 
5
 As soon as the order went out, the Israelites generously 

gave the firstfruits of their grain, new wine, oil and honey and all that the fields produced. They brought 

a great amount, a tithe of everything.  2 Chronicles 31:4-5 

 
9
 Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; 

10
 then your barns will be filled 

to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.  Proverbs 3:9-10 

If God was the owner, I was the manager.  I needed to adopt a steward's mentality toward the assets He 

had entrusted- not given- to me.  A steward manages assets for the owner's benefit.  The steward 

carries no sense of entitlement to the assets he manages.  It's his job to find out what the owner wants 

done with his assets, then carry out his will.  Randy Alcorn 

Excuses...Excuses 

 
6
 "I the LORD do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 

7
 Ever since the time of 

your forefathers you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I 

will return to you," says the LORD Almighty.  

      "But you ask, 'How are we to return?'  

 
8
 "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me.  

      "But you ask, 'How do we rob you?'  

      "In tithes and offerings. 
9
 You are under a curse—the whole nation of you—because you are robbing 

me. 
10

 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," 

says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so 

much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. 
11

 I will prevent pests from devouring your 

crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit," says the LORD Almighty. 
12

 "Then all the 

nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land," says the LORD Almighty.  

 
13

 "You have said harsh things against me," says the LORD.  

      "Yet you ask, 'What have we said against you?'  

 
14

 "You have said, 'It is futile to serve God. What did we gain by carrying out his requirements and going 

about like mourners before the LORD Almighty? 
15

 But now we call the arrogant blessed. Certainly the 

evildoers prosper, and even those who challenge God escape.' "  Malachi 3:1-15 

Many are poor because they rob God.  C.H. Spurgeon 

God judges what we give by what we keep. George Muller  



 Where Do You Give? 

• to the local church 

• to the poor 

Seemingly Impossible 

I will shake all nations, and the desired of all nations will come, and I will fill this house with glory,' says 

the LORD Almighty.  The silver is mine and the gold is mine,' declares the LORD Almighty.  'The glory of 

this present house will be greater than the glory of the former house,' says the LORD Almighty. 'And in 

this place I will grant peace,' declares the LORD Almighty.  Haggai 2:7-9 

6
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will 

also reap generously. 
7
Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
8
And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so 

that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.
 9

As it is 

written:  

   "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor;  

      his righteousness endures forever." 
10

Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will 

also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 
11

You will 

be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your 

generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.  

 
12

This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in 

many expressions of thanks to God. 
13

Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men 

will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your 

generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 
14

And in their prayers for you their hearts will 

go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 
15

Thanks be to God for his 

indescribable gift!  2 Corinthians 9:9-15 

My Motivation 

• God is a Giving God 

7
But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in 

your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.  
8
I am not commanding you, but I want 

to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. 
9
For you know the grace 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you 

through his poverty might become rich.  2 Corinthians 8:7-9 

• People will be Saved 

9
I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be 

welcomed into eternal dwellings.  Luke 16:9 

• Believers will be Blessed 

• You are God’s 



5
Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said,  

   "Never will I leave you;  

      never will I forsake you."  Hebrews 13:5 

 
16

 Then those who feared the LORD talked with each other, and the LORD listened and heard. A scroll of 

remembrance was written in his presence concerning those who feared the LORD and honored his 

name.  
17

 "They will be mine," says the LORD Almighty, "in the day when I make up my treasured 

possession. I will spare them, just as in compassion a man spares his son who serves him. 
18

 And you will 

again see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between those who serve God and 

those who do not.  Malachi 3:16-17 

Where to Start? 

• Evaluate your generosity. 

• Evaluate your budget and alter it if needed. 

• Ask God for grace – to be freed from consumerism. 

• Start setting aside a tithe as a firstfruit. 

• Ask God’s Spirit to teach you how to move from tithing to generosity. 

 


