
Encountering Rejection – The Woman at the Well 

4 Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he was gaining and baptizing more disciples than 

John— 
2 

although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his disciples. 
3 

So he left Judea and went back once 

more to Galilee. 

An Unexpected Encounter 

4 
Now he had to go through Samaria. 

5 
So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground 

Jacob had given to his son Joseph.
6 

Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat 

down by the well. It was about noon. 

7 
When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 

8 
(His disciples 

had gone into the town to buy food.) 

9 
The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a 

drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 

 

An Unexpected Offer 

10 
Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have 

asked him and he would have given you living water.” 

11 
“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living 

water? 
12 

Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his 

sons and his livestock?” 

13 
Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again,

14 
but whoever drinks the water I give 

them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to 

eternal life.” 

15 
The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to 

draw water.” 

 

Teens are at the forefront of the worst mental health crisis in decades, with rates of teen depression and 

suicide rocketing since 2011.  Jean Twenge 

 

A stunning 31% more 8
th

 and 10
th

 graders felt lonely in 2015 than in 2011 along with 22% of 12
th

 graders. Jene 

Twenge 

 

Revealing the Buried Hurt 

16 
He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” 

17 
“I have no husband,” she replied. 

Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband.
18 

The fact is, you have had five husbands, 

and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.” 

 



 

Step one: you say we need to talk 

He walks, you say sit down, it's just a talk 

He smiles politely back at you, 

You stare politely right on through 

Some sort of window to your right 

As he goes left and you stay right 

Between the lines of fear and blame 

You begin to wonder why you came 

Where did I go wrong? 

I lost a friend 

Somewhere along 

In the bitterness and 

I would have stayed up with you all night 

Had I known how to save a life 

Let him know that you know best 

Cause after all you do know best 

Try to slip past his defense 

Without granting innocence 

Lay down a list of what is wrong 

The things you've told him all along 

And pray to God he hears you…The Fray 

 

 

 

Seems like it was yesterday when I saw your face 

You told me how proud you were, but I walked 

away 

If only I knew what I know today 

Ooh, ooh 

I would hold you in my arms 

I would take the pain away 

Thank you for all you've done 

Forgive all your mistakes 

There's nothing I wouldn't do 

To hear your voice again 

Sometimes I wanna call you 

But I know you won't be there 

Ohh I'm sorry for blaming you 

For everything I just couldn't do 

And I've hurt myself by hurting you 

Some days I feel broke inside but I won't admit 

Sometimes I just wanna hide 'cause it's you I miss 

And it's so hard to say goodbye 

When it comes to this 

Would you tell me I was wrong? 

Would you help understand? 

Are you looking down upon me? 

Are you proud of who I am? 

There's nothing I wouldn't do 

To have… Christina Aguilera 

 

 

Changing the Topics 

19 
“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 

20 
Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but 

you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” 

21 
“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this 

mountain nor in Jerusalem. 
22 

You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, 

for salvation is from the Jews. 
23 

Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship 

the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 
24 

God is spirit, and 

his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” 

The Unexpected Revelation 

25 
The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain 

everything to us.” 

26 
Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” 



The gospel is this: We are more sinful and flawed in ourselves than we ever dared believe, yet at the very 

same time we are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ than we ever dared hope. Tim Keller 

The Glorious Response 

27 
Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, 

“What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?” 

28 
Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, 

29 
“Come, see a man 

who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” 
30 

They came out of the town and made their 

way toward him. John 4 

Attachment to God amplifies and deepens enjoyment of the world. It does not diminish it. Miroslav Volv 

39 
Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me 

everything I ever did.” 
40 

So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he 

stayed two days. 
41 

And because of his words many more became believers. 

42 
They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for 

ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.” John 4 

Creatures are not born with desires unless satisfaction for those desires exists. A baby feels hunger: well, there 

is such a thing as food. A duckling wants to swim: well, there is such a thing as water. Men feel sexual desire: 

well, there is such a thing as sex. If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, the 

most probable explanation is that I was made for another world. C.S. Lewis 

 

 


